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pied by tombs belonging to the people of the town,
there is practically no pasture land available for sheep.
The farms are open ; there are no fences to prevent
possible damage by wandering animals. In such cir-
cumstances it is impossible to raise sheep in the open.
Therefore special huts have been built, and the sheep
are kept enclosed. As I mentioned above, the sheep
hut has become a common appendage of a house.
To feed the sheep, grass must be collected ; in
winter dried mulberry leaves are used. A new division
of labour in the household has been developed in this
connection. Collecting grass is left to the children.
Walking through the village you will see children even
below ten scattered everywhere in small groups, col-
lecting grass under the mulberry trees, along the
streams, and on the open tomb ground. The children's
labour is thus incorporated into the domestic economy.
This has created a new problem for the public school.
Literary education seems to the people less valuable
than the immediate contribution which children can
make to the family income. The list of absentees in
the classes is correlated with the number of sheep
raised in the village. Chen remarked with regret that
the school curriculum is too rigid to be adjusted to
present economic conditions (III-5). This leads to
interesting questions on the relation between economics
and education, but this I cannot deal with at present.
Another advantage of keeping the sheep enclosed in
the hut, is that the sheep manure can easily be col-
lected. This Is a valuable fertilizer. There are more
than three hundred small huts in the village. The
number of sheep in each hut varies from one to five,
A rough estimate of the total number of sheep raised
in the village is about five hundred.

